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Drive letters assigned to restored or cloned partitions

This article explains how to change the drive letters of restored or cloned partitions during and after the restore or clone process.

® How Windows assigns drive letters to mounted volumes (drives) on your system
® Changing drive letters in the 'Restore Wizard' or 'Clone Wizard' when running Reflect in Windows
® Changing drive letters using the Windows Disk Management Console after restoring or cloning

How Windows assigns drive letters to mounted volumes (drives) on your system

Windows maintains driver letter persistence by storing a reference to each mounted volume and drive letter in the system registry using the following
registry key

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHI NE\ SYSTEM Mbunt edDevi ces

https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc978525.aspx

Note: When restoring using the Windows PE rescue media, the letters assigned to restored partitions are temporary for that Windows PE session only.
WBQén you boot into the restored system, drive letter assignments will be exactly the same as they were when the image was created.

Changing drive letters in the 'Restore Wizard' or 'Clone Wizard' when running Reflect in Windows

1. In the Restore Wizard click the Layout icon link after copying or dragging the partition to the target disk:

Clone

@ Drag partitions to the destination disk or click 'Copy Partitions’

Source  Local disk Select a different source disk
I:I Q GPT Dick 1 [A3AEABZB-FFC-HDD-8511-2FSF202200CE] - Meft  Virtusl Disk 10 <10000GB»
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Destination  Local disk Select a different target disk

[E . - = o = - = - % e
E:I\"_'\ Copy Partitions E& Erase Dish O Undo Dzl Float Left E:l Foat Right Fill Space
g E GPT Dick 2 [T2E7A964-2F2B-474C-AA11-4CADOTSC1046] - Mt Virtual Disk 1.0 <100.00GB>
EE 1-NONAMENone) 2R 2- iNone) B 3- At HR 4- iNone)
FAT32 (LBA) Primary Unformatted Primary NTFS Primary NTFS Primary
26.5MB 160MB $658GE 430.5ME
1000 MB 160ME 99.38GB S5130MB
Copy selected partitions when | click Next
ﬂ Advanced Options Help < Back Next > Cancel Finish
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2. In the 'Partition Properties' dialog click the Drive Letter combo box:

Partition Properties x
Legacy XP partiton alignment Drive Letter: Auto ~ | GPT Disk Format
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End Sector: 208,660,186 Maximum Size 95.38 GB

Help Cancel

Property Description

Auto Let Windows automatically assign the next available drive letter
None No drive letter will be assigned to the restored partition
Letter Select a drive letter to use from the list of free letters. The original drive letter will be selected by default.

Changing drive letters using the Windows Disk Management Console after restoring or cloning

Windows ships with a utility to maintain local drives and partitions called the Windows Disk Management Console (DMC). Using the DMC you can easily
change the drive letters assigned to any partition on your system, (except for your system drive C:),

1. To start the Windows Disk Management Console

Click 'Start' or press the Windows Key, Type the following, and press enter:

di skngnt . nsC
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2. The DMC starts as shown below:

B Unallocated [l

Primary partition Bl Simple volume

1= Disk Management EI @
File  Action View Help
e T HEIBXE S Q
Volurne | Layout | Type | File Systern | Status | Capacity | Free Spa.. | 2% Free Fault Tolerance  +
o (G Sirmple Basic MTFS Healthy (P, 127.00 GB 12689 GB 100 %% Mo
e (I Simple Dynamic  NTFS Healthy 126.48 GB 116.68 GB 92 % Mo
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Disk 2 I .
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204?-35 GB 200 kB NTFS 9,45 GB NTFS 2038.23 GB
Online Healthy (Primary Pz || Healthy (Prirary Partition) Unallocated

3. Right-click on the partition that you want to change in the lower pane and select Change drive letters and
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Page 3

paths:




Document Title Goes Here

4. In the dialog that opens, select the original drive letter, click Change, choose a new drive letter and finally click OK.

Lhynarmic MIFs Healthy 126.448 5B 11664 GB 44 Mo
Basic FaT3] _ o
| Change Drive Letter ar Path @ .
Change Drive Let] .
Enter a new diive letter or path for P: [Mew Wolume), o
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P
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[ Add... ] Change... ]i Remove ]

l ok, ] [ Cancel ]

Windnwse

See also:

Restoring and browsing

Restoring an image from within Windows
Restoring a System image from Windows
Modifying restore destination partition properties
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