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Browsing Macrium Reflect images and backups in
Windows Explorer

Introduction

By mounting image files in Windows Explorer you can browse or explore an image and access all the files in a backup. The backed up data appears as
a temporary drive in Windows Explorer that you can access, just like any other drive, mounted with its own drive letter. Individual Files and Folders can
easily be recovered by using Copy and Paste.

If you mount an Incremental or Differential backup, the chosen folder must contain all the files required to load the image. Meaning an Incremental
backup requires all the previous files in the backup set to be present, and a Differential backup requires the Full backup to be present. For example, If
your backup is split across multiple DVD's then it isn't possible to mount the backup.

If you restart Windows, all temporarily mounted images are detached.

There are several ways to mount/unmount an image:

Mounting an image in Windows Explorer

Using Macrium to mount an image

Using Macrium Reflect Command Line Interface (CLI) to mount an image
Unmounting a temporary mounted drive

See also: Browsing Linux Ext File System Images

Mounting an image in Windows Explorer
1. Navigate to the location of the image you wish to mount.

2. Right-click the image file and select Explore image.

-

Mame Date modified Type Size
(%] 8532 AF0AG9344607-00-00.mrirmg 13/05/2021 15:08 Disk Partition image
£l 8532AF0AG9344607-01-01.mrimg I Explore image e
(%) 8532AF0AG9344607-02-02.mrimg Restore e
(%) 8532AF0AG9344607-03-03.mrimg 6 Share with Skype e
:: B332AFDAB0344607-04-04.mrimg E scan with Microsoft Defender... ©
=] 8532AF0AR9344607-03-05.mrimg & Share e
Open with...

Restore previous versions

Send to >

3. Select the partition you wish to mount and click OK.
In this example, the image only contains one partition.

You can also select which Drive Letter you would like to be assigned.
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Backup

Selection

Select the Backup or Image that you wish to browse and associate a drive letter in explorer.

£

MO NAME

<MNO NAME:=
<MNO NAME:= (C:)
<MNO NAME:=

Backup Date

13/05/2021 14.50
13/05/2021 14.50
13/05/2021 14.50
13/05/2021 14.50

Drive Lefter Backup 1D Capacity Lk
N/A 8532AFDAG5344607 SEOMB 26
N/A 8532AFDAG5344607 16O0MB 16
F: ~ |B532AFDAG5344607 59538GB 35
N/A 8532AFDAG9344607 5130MB 42
>

[] Enable access to restricted folders
[[] Make writable. Note: Changes are temporary and will be discarded.

o Cancl

The option Enable access to restricted folders mounts the image with full NTFS access rights to all folders in the image. This means you can
browse images created on another PC without having to grant NTFS permissions.

The option Make writable makes the mounted file system temporarily writable. This is useful when accessing files in the image where the
opening application is required to write to the file. For example, Microsoft Virtual Hard Disk (.vhdx) files can be mounted and files in the mounted
backup can be recovered without having to restore the .vhdx file first.

Note: Changes made to the mounted file system are temporary and are discarded when the image is unmounted.

4. You can now navigate through the image in Windows Explorer.

Manage Macrium Reflect Image (F:)

View Drive Tools

4 E 5 ThisPC > Macrium Reflect Image (F)

s Quick access
[ Deskiop

& Downloads
|Z Documents

& Pictures

NN %y

Backups
D Music
Reflect

w Secondary Drive (E:]

& OneDrive
[ This PC

¥ Network

11 items

Name -
boot
Perflogs
Program Files
Program Files (x86)
Users
Windows
[%) 2F1B5276F7D99683-00-00.mrimg
[ beetmgr
[€] MacriumRescueVeiso
[ Reflect Install.log
[ rescuepe.log

Date modified

21 14:58

Using Macrium to mount an image

- O X
Q
v O £ Search Macrium Reflect Image (F:)
Trpe Size
File folder
File folder
File folder
File folder
File folder
File folder
Disk Partition image 11,8
File
Disc Image File 52
Text Document 110KB
Text Document 1K8
:
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1. In the main window of Macrium Reflect, select Existing Backups, then select the Image tab.

Create Backups Logs

4 Existing Backup Tasks Image File and Folder

E\@ Open an image or backup file in Windows Explorer @ Browse for an image file.

§ \
EC:) Detach a backup image from Windows Explorer 9 GPT Dick 1 [A3AEAB2E-4FFC-44DD-B511-2F5F202200CE] - Msft  Virtual Disk 1.0 <100.00GB»
4 Details SE 1-NONAME (Nons) B 2- iNonel ER-
FAT32 LBA] Primary Unformatted Primary NTFS Primary
ID:  B532AFDAG9344607
. | I
ype: Full
26.5MB 160 M8 35.67GB
Date: 13/05/2021 14:50 1000MB 160MB $9.38GB
Actions... ¥
Images that contain drive: All Drives ~ | Backups From Definition Al
I 2 -
L © C |6 E k& O
Edit Remave Refresh Browse Restore Boot Werify Mew Delete

Folders Path Definition

Al folders 4[Fes

DE \Backups |» {24 E21487ASCEBO043E-00-00.mrimg

Jc L (2} 2F1B5276F7D99683-00-00.mrimg

4 [ ] E-\Backups®
| L 42 85324F065344607-00-00.mrimg My Backup(@)aml |
| 23 8532AF0AG3344607-01-0T mrimg My Backup(Z)xml

2. Select the image you wish to mount then click the Browse icon.

Using Macrium Reflect Command Line Interface (CLI) to mount an image

1. Open a command prompt and change the directories as necessary so the pathtor ef | ect . exe is shown.
See Running an elevated command prompt.

Complete the command line as follows:

reflect.exe ["Path to Inage file"] [Add one or nopre sw tches]

Note: Instead of inserting Pat h to I nmage fil e you can also replace it with LAST_FI LE_CREATED if you want the last Image created in the
current Windows session to be mounted.

Available CLI switches:

-b Browse Image, always needed to mount Image.
-auto Do not show the Backup Selection dialog and automatically mount all partitions in the image file.

- A comma separated list of drive letters to use for the mounted image eg; -drives m,n If no drive letters are specified then the next
drives @ available letters are used.

Note: To 'skip' mounting a partition use the Asterisk character instead of a drive letter

- pass | Use for password protected Image files, add password in inverted commas. e.g. -pass "password"
Note: If you do not use -auto you will be prompted with the Backup Selection dialog to assign the drive letters.
Some examples of using the CLI to mount images:
To mount an image and prompt for a drive letter:

C:\ Program Fi | es\ Macri um Refl ect>refl ect.exe "J:\76FF71EBBB032A35- 00- 00. nti ng" -b

To mount all partitions of an image using the next available drive letter(s):

C:\Program Fi |l es\ Macri um Refl ect >refl ect.exe "J:\76FF71EBBB032A35- 00-00. nti ng" -b -auto

Page 3


https://knowledgebase.macrium.com/display/KNOW80/Running+an+elevated+command+prompt

Document Title Goes Here

To mount all partitions for the last image created in the current Windows session:

C:\Program Fi | es\ Macri um Refl ect >refl ect. exe "LAST_FI LE_CREATED' -b -auto

To mount all partitions in an image using drive letters p,q,r

C:\ Program Fi | es\ Macri um Ref |l ect>refl ect. exe "J:\ 76FF71EBBBO32A35-00-00. ntring" -b -auto -drives p,q,r

To mount the third partition only using drive letter 'R’

C:\Program Fi | es\ Macri um Refl ect >refl ect. exe "J:\76FF71EBBB032A35-00-00. nting" -b -auto -drives *,*,r

To mount all partitions in a password protected image using drive letters p,q,r where pwd is the password,(the password is case sensitive):

C:\Program Fi | es\ Macri um Refl ect >refl ect. exe "J:\76FF71EBBB032A35-00-00. nring" -b -auto -drives p,q,r -pass
" pud®

Unmounting a temporary mounted drive
Using Windows Explorer:
1. To detach a temporary mounted drive using Windows Explorer, right-click the drive you wish to unmount.

2. Scroll to Macrium Reflect, click Unmount Macrium Image.

|0~ Manage  ThisPC _ o x
Computer  View  Drive Tools (]
« v 4 s ThisPC v B Search This PC

s Quick access  Folders (7)

I Desktop 3D Objects Desktop ;= Documents

4 Downloads nj
] Documents Downloads Music Pictures
— 3 =
D Music
Refiids ﬁ Videos
B Videos
~ Devices and drives (5)
& OneDrive
. LocalDisk(C) []  DVD Drive (D) Macrium Larger Disk (E:)
u b
3 This PC HH Technician's Media
= Mg 51,3 GB free of 99.3 GB Q 0 bytes free of 670 MB Mg 1,99 TB free of 1.09 TB
¥ Network Secondary (F:) —| Macrium Reflect
— — Open
Mg 76,5 GB free of 99.9 GB C—1 6136Bfre=of % Open in new window

Pin to Quick access
EB Scan with Microsoft Defender...

Macrium Reflect > Unmount Macrium Image

Give access to
Restore previous versions

Pin to Start

Format...

Using Macrium Reflect:

1. In the Macrium Reflect application, select Existing Backups in the top menu.
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2. Expand the Existing Backup Tasks then select Detach a backup image from Windows Explorer.

Create Backups | Existing Backups | Logs

4 Existing Backup Tasks
E‘l@ Open an image or backup file in Windows Explorer

E‘l@ Detach a backup image from Windows Explorer

4 Details
ID:  8532AF0AG9344607
Type: Full

Date: 13/05/2021 14:50

3. Select the drive letter you wish to unmount.

[87 Detach Image X
Drive Path File Name Backup Date Type Detach
D.;,V D:\test_refs\ 8AFS8C374EF5E21D5-00-00.mrimg 05/02/2021 16:02 Full

Cancel
Help

Using the CLLI:

1. Open a command prompt and change the directory as necessary so the path tor ef | ect . exe is shown.
See Running an elevated command prompt .

2. Complete the command line as follows:

reflect.exe [drive letter to detach] [-u]

(if no drive letter is included the switch - u will detach all temporary mounted drives).
3. Press Enter.
Examples of using CLI to unmount an image:

To Detach all temporary drives:

C:\ Program Fi | es\ Macri um Refl ect>refl ect.exe -u

To Detach Drive J only:
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C:\Program Fi |l es\ Macri uml Refl ect>reflect.exe J -u

Problems mounting images

If yGU have a problem mounting your images, it is possible that the image mounting system driver has failed to load correctly. To resolve this issue it is
recommended you reinstall Macrium Reflect. This problem can be caused by anti-virus software disabling features as a security precaution.
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