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Drive letters assigned to restored or cloned partitions

This article explains how to change the drive letters of restored or cloned partitions during and after the restore or clone process.

® How Windows assigns drive letters to mounted volumes (drives) on your system
® Changing drive letters in the 'Restore Wizard' or 'Clone Wizard' when running Reflect in Windows
® Changing drive letters using the Windows Disk Management Console after restoring or cloning

How Windows assigns drive letters to mounted volumes (drives) on your system

Windows maintains driver letter persistence by storing a reference to each mounted volume and drive letter in the system registry using the following
registry key

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHI NE\ SYSTEM Mbunt edDevi ces

https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc978525.aspx

Note: When restoring using the Windows PE rescue media, the letters assigned to restored partitions are temporary for that Windows PE session only.
WBeén you boot into the restored system, drive letter assignments will be exactly the same as they were when the image was created.

Changing drive letters in the 'Restore Wizard' or 'Clone Wizard' when running Reflect in Windows

1. In the Restore Wizard Click the 'Restored Partition Properties' link after copying or dragging the partition to it's destination on the target disk:
Note: In the Clone Wizard Click 'Cloned Partition Properties'.

7" Drag Partitions to the Destination Disk or click 'Copy selected partitions’
Source  01/08/201510:00  ‘“\wb'\public\nick\vE'\case54080\D12405A08 A437067-00-00.mrimg
@ GPT Disk 5 [FEEG0636-3031-41BC-ACIT-D22E 18D0R010] - Msft  Vinual Disk 1.0 <d.00 TR
>
= .
1- (Mone) 2 - Mew Volume (1)
O Unformatted Primary | MTFS Primary
128.0 MB 131.3 MB
126.0 MB M 106.03 5B = 300,00 58 360 TE
Destination  Local disk ¥ Undo I Copy selected partitions Select a different target disk
D “ GPT Disk & [FEEG0696-3031-41BC-ACIT-D226 19D0R010] - Meft  Virual Disk 1.0 <din TR
=n .
1- (Mone) 2 - Mew Valume (1) 3 - Windowes (M)
Unformnatted Prmary | MTFS Prmary MTFS Prirary
128.0 MB 131.3 MB 473 GB
126.0 MB 106.03 5B 300,00 5B 360 TE
Delete Existing partition [+ Restored Partition Properties Verify image befors restore [
ZH4192, ZZ26ZTE39 Copy selected partitions when I click Mext'
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2. In the 'Partition Properties' dialog click the 'Drive Letter' combo box:

Partition Properties @

Set the properties for the restared partition

Drive Letter: |3z | Partifon Type: |Primary  »
Auto
Mone
J:
2 - Mew Yolurne (15 L:
MTFS Primary 8
R:
121.2 MB 5
106,03 GB '
T:
LI
P = W
Partition Size: 106,031 = B 3 Wi [Minin Lim Size ] [ Original Size
A 51,0 ME 106,03 GB
Free Space: 0 - ME 3 W
= Z:
sl Seckor: 264,192

Blignment: |tistaf755D (1ME) -

End Sector: 222,627,339

Help ] [ Ck ] [ Cancel

Property Description

Auto Let Windows automatically assign the next available drive letter
None No drive letter will be assigned to the restored partition
Letter Select a drive letter to use from thie list of free letters. The original drive letter will be selected by default.

Changing drive letters using the Windows Disk Management Console after restoring or cloning

Windows ships with a utility to maintain local drives and partitions called the Windows Disk Management Console (DMC). Using the DMC you can easily
change the drive letters assigned to any partition on your system, (except for your system drive C:),

1. To start the Windows Disk Management Console

Click 'Start' or press the Windows Key, Type the following and press enter:

di skngnt . nsc
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2. The DMC starts as shown below:

B Unallocated [l

Primary partition Bl Simple volume

1= Disk Management EI @
File  Action View Help
e T HEIBXE S Q
Volurne | Layout | Type | File Systern | Status | Capacity | Free Spa.. | 2% Free Fault Tolerance  +
o (G Sirmple Basic MTFS Healthy (P, 127.00 GB 12689 GB 100 %% Mo
e (I Simple Dynamic  NTFS Healthy 126.48 GB 116.68 GB 92 % Mo
CwFATIITEST (H) Simple Basic FAT32 Healthy (&, 12687 GB 7648 GE 60 Mo
o Mew Valume Simple Basic MNTFS Healthy (P... 200 ME 130 ME 65 %% Mo
Ca MEW WO LUME Sirmble Basic MTFS Healthw (4, 350 MB 307 ME 88 % Mo i
4 mm
Disk 0 -
Basic System Reserved c E
500-_00 GE 100 hEB NTFS 499,90 GB MTFS i
Online Healthy (Systern, &ctive, P | Healthy (Boot, Page File, Crash Durmp, Primary Partition)
CiDisk 1 ! |
Basic FAT32TEST (H:) Mew Yolume [P:)
500-_00 GB 126.99 GB FAT32 37300 GB NTFS
Online Healthy (Active, Primary Partition) Healthy (Primary Partition)
Disk 2 I .
Basic New Yolume Windows
204?-35 GB 200 kB NTFS 9,45 GB NTFS 2038.23 GB
Online Healthy (Primary Pz || Healthy (Prirary Partition) Unallocated

3. Right click on the partition that you want to change in the lower pane and select 'Change drive letters and
=1 Disk Management EI@
File  Action ‘iew Help
e m - X &S Q
Wolurne | Layout | Type | File System | Status | Capacity | Free Spa.. | % Free Fault Tolerance  »
[SN{ch] Simple Basic MTFS Healthy (P...  127.00 GB 126,80 GB 100 % Mo
o (I Simple Dynamic  MTFS Healthy 126.48 GEB 116,68 GB  92% Mo
a FATIZTEST (H:) Sirple Basic FAT3Z Healthy (.. 12687 GB TH4EGE  60% Mo
o New Yolurne Simple Basic MNTFS Healthy (P... 200 MB 130 MB 65 % MNo
Ca WEW WOLLIME Simple Basic MTFS Healthv (A, 330 B 307 ME 68 e Mo 52
< 0
i
Dk 0 1
Basic System Reserved c:) =
300.00 GB 100 MEB NTFS 499,90 GB NTFS I
Online Healthy (System, Lctive, P | | Healthy (Boot, Page File, Crash Durnp, Primary Partition)
Disk 1
Basic FAT32TEST (H:) New VYolume [P:)
300.00 GB 126,99 GB FAT3Z2 S Onen
Online Healthy (Active, Prirmary Partition) Healthy (Prirnary Partit P
Explare
Gk I I sl Siar i
Basic New Yolume Windows Change Drive Letter and Paths... I
2047.88 GB 200 hB NTFS 9.45 GB MTFS 203823 GB B
Online Healthy (Prirmary Pz || Healthy (Primary Partition) Unallocated
Extend Yolume...
Shrink Yolume... S
B Unallocated [l Primary partition Bl Simple valume A Mirrar..

Delete Yolume...
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4. In the dialog that opens, select the original drive letter, Click 'Chan%e', Choose a new drive letter and finally Click 'OK"'
Lynarric MIES Healthy 1.6.48 5B 11668 GH  44% Mo

.,

Basi FaT3]
,«aSIC— Change Drive Letter or Path @ z
Change Drive Let] .
Enter a new diive letter or path for P: [Mew Wolume), o
Allow access b th (@ Assign the following drive letter: .
[ & F I oLt ity the following empty MTFS folder: E
] ]
P
[

M=X g s —w

==

[ Add... ] Change... ]i Remove ]

l ok, ] [ Cancel ]

Windnwse

See also:

Restoring and browsing

Restoring an image from within Windows
Restoring a System image from Windows
Modifying restore destination partition properties
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